
RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Constituent Body

Case Number Select:

CONSTITUENT BODY SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Player’s Surname Date of Birth

Forename(s) RFU ID No.

Admitted Not Admitted

Club Name

Offence & Law charged

Home Team

Home Team Level*

Date of Match

Plea

Away Team

Away Team Level

Hearing Details

Case Summary & Sanction

Hearing Date Hearing Venue

Chairman Secretary

Signature 
(Chair) Date

Signature 
(Secretary)

Date entered to 
GMS (mandatory)

Panel Member 1 Panel Member 2 

Total Sanction Entry Point

Banned From Banned To

Ban Split From Ban Split To

Free To Play Costs

Decision Proven

*TEAM LEVEL REFERS TO 1ST XV, 2ND XV, COLTS, VETS, etc. NOT WHOLE CLUB LEVEL

NOTE: UNDER RFU REGULATION 19.5.2, PLAYERS ORDERED OFF ARE PROVISIONALLY SUSPENDED 
PENDING THE HEARING OF THEIR CASE, SUCH SUSPENSION SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 
WHEN SANCTIONING

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

NOTE: FOR SENDING 
OFF SUFFICIENT STATE 
UNDER TOTAL SANCTION

Not Proven

Red Card Citing Other



Existence of provocation 19.11.8(d)

RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Assessment of Seriousness (Regulation 19.11.8)

PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE BOX: Intentional 19.11.8(a) 19.11.8(b)Reckless

Nature of actions 19.11.8(c)

Self-defence 19.11.8(f)Whether player retaliated 19.11.8(e)

Effect on match 19.11.8(h)Effect on victim 19.11.8(g)

Level of participation/premeditation 19.11.8(j)Vulnerability of victim 19.11.8(i)

Other features of player’s conduct 19.11.8(l)Conduct completed/attempted 19.11.8(k)

NOTE: STATE NUMBER OF WEEKS OR MATCHES ENTRY POINT FOR OFFENCE

*If top end, the Panel should identify an entry point between the top end and the maximum sanction (19.11.9) as
set out in Appendix 2

In making the above assessment, the Panel should consider the RFU Practice Note as set out in Appendix 5 to 
Regulation 19.  Significant weight should be given to RFU regulation 19.11.8(a), 19.11.8(h) and 19.11.8(i).

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

Entry point number

Top End* Mid-Range Low End



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Reasons for Entry Point

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

Player’s disciplinary record - Reg 19.11.10 (b)

Mitigating Factors (Regulation 19.11.10)
no edgment o  t e ommi ion o  o  a  & timing 

- Reg 19.11.10(a)

Conduct prior to and at hearing 19.11.10(d)Youth and/or inexperience of player 19.11.10(c)

Other off-field mitigation 19.11.10(f)Remorse & timing of remorse 19.11.10(e)

Number of weeks deducted: 
NOTE: SUBJECT TO REGULATION 19.11.12, A DISCIPLINARY 
PANEL CANNOT APPLY A GREATER REDUCTION THAN 50% 
OF THE RELEVANT ENTRY POINT SUSPENSION



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Aggravating Factors (Regulation 19.11.13)

Player’s status as an offender of the Laws of the game 19.11.1 (a)

Need for deterrent 19.11.1 (b)

Any other off-field aggravating factors (in ding oor ond t rior to or at t e earing) 19.11.1 (c)

Number of weeks added on: 

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

An  er n or ion in u in  e i s o  es o e isse

1 11 2 1 11 2


	Signature (Chair): Tim Bembridge (electronic)
	Other features of player’s conduct: Composed himself after the match approached the referee appropriatley and apologised showing remorse (referee’s own words)
	Intentional/Deliberate: Yes
	Reckless: Off
	Nature of actions: Challenged the referee’s decision for which he was yellow carded. responded to that by informing the ref he &/or the decision was a “joke”
	Whether player retaaliated: No
	Existence of provocation: Not Applicable referees cannot provoke players in an way
	Self-defence: No
	Effect on victim: Non stated but referee’s are at this level are alone on the pitch and any form of abuse will have some form of effect
	Effect on match: None save for Dronfield completed the game 1 player short
	Vulnerability of victim: As 19.11.8 (g) referees are inherently vulnerable to some extent.
	Level of participation: A reaction to a perceived decision against his team but must have thought about what he was about to say compounded by his reaction to being carded.
	Conduct completed: Completed
	Top End: 
	Mid-Range: 
	Low End: 3 Weeks / matches
	Constituent Body: Notts, Lincs & Derbys (NLD)
	Date entered to GMS: 
	RFU ID No: 1101285
	Hearing Venue: papers
	Secretary: Andy Statham
	Panel Member 1: Arlene Moxon
	Panel Member 2: Mal Yates
	Costs: 
	Players Surname: Spotswood
	Forename: James
	Date of Birth: 14/01/2002
	Date of Match: 27/01/2024
	Plea Admitted: Yes
	Plea Not Admitted: Off
	Home Team: Dronfield 2nds
	Home Team Level: 2nd team L8
	Away Team: Matlock 2nds
	Away Team Level: 2nd team L8
	Hearing Date: 9/02/24
	Chairman: Tim Bembridge
	Decision Proven: Yes
	Decision Not Proven: Off
	Select Red Card: Yes
	Select Citing: Off
	Select Other: Off
	Case Number: NLD23/24048
	Total Sanction Number: 4
	Weeks/Matches: [Matches]
	Banned From: 28/1/24
	Banned To: 16/3/24
	Ban Split From: 
	Ban Split To: 
	Free To Play: 17/3/24
	Entry Point: Low 4 weeks
	Date: 12/02/24
	Acknowledgement of guilt: At an appropriate time post match approached the referee to apologise
	Player’s disciplinary record/good character: Of previous good record
	Youth & inexperience of player: Experience not noted 22 years old panel credited player with some degree of youth and inexperience hence the low entry point
	Conduct prior to and at hearing: Agreed to a papers hearing by pleading guilty
	Remorse & timing of remorse: As 19.11.10 (a)
	Other off-field mitigation: None given

50% Mitigation given but RFU regulations only allow full weeks giving us the ability to only mitigate by 1 full week
	Reasons for Entry Point: 2 instances  1 straight after the other (as a result of the first being give a yellow card) we gave the benefit of the doubt and took this as a low entry.  Player credited with some degree of youth and inexperience.
Any further repetition of this behaviour may result in any panel not being as lenient.


	Number of weeks deducted: 1 / matches
	Any Other Information: Red Card repoprt states:In the 32nd min of the 2nd half Matlock scored a try from close range from a ruck. A try was awarded. James Spotswood, from the defending team, ran to me into my personal space and spoke directly to me saying, "Don't you give knock-ons any more!" I spoke to the Dronfield Captain and the player, informing them that James Spotswood had by his actions disrespected the authority of the referee and I issued a yellow card. The player walked away towards the touch line saying, "This is a joke!". In response I spoke to the player and captain again. I informed them that this further comment indicated that he had continued to disregard the authority of the referee despite being issued a yellow card, and consequently issued James Spotswood a red card.Immediately after the game finished James Spotswood came to me and showed remorse. He  apologised for his actions
3/2/24, 17/2/24, 2/3/24, 16/3/24. Club must evidence games in fallow weeks.
	Number of weeks added on: 2 / matches
	Player’s status as an offender of the Laws of the game: RFU Discipline letter to all clubs and CB’s at the begining of January 24 stipulates all cases of Match Official Abuse will be aggravated dependant on entry level. Low end entry demands an aggravation by 2 weeks / Games
	Need for deterrent: Match official abuse must stop for the benefit of our game.
	Any other off-field aggravating factors: none
	Signature (Secretary): 
	Club Name: Dronfield RFC
	Offence & Law: 9-28 Disrespect


