
RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Constituent Body

Case Number Select:

CONSTITUENT BODY SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Player’s Surname Date of Birth

Forename(s) RFU ID No.

Admitted Not Admitted

Club Name

Offence & Law charged

Home Team

Home Team Level*

Date of Match

Plea

Away Team

Away Team Level

Hearing Details

Case Summary & Sanction

Hearing Date Hearing Venue

Chairman Secretary

Signature 
(Chair) Date

Signature 
(Secretary)

Date entered to 
GMS (mandatory)

Panel Member 1 Panel Member 2 

Total Sanction Entry Point

Banned From Banned To

Ban Split From Ban Split To

Free To Play Costs

Decision Proven

*TEAM LEVEL REFERS TO 1ST XV, 2ND XV, COLTS, VETS, etc. NOT WHOLE CLUB LEVEL

NOTE: UNDER RFU REGULATION 19.5.2, PLAYERS ORDERED OFF ARE PROVISIONALLY SUSPENDED 
PENDING THE HEARING OF THEIR CASE, SUCH SUSPENSION SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 
WHEN SANCTIONING

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

NOTE: FOR SENDING 
OFF SUFFICIENT STATE 
UNDER TOTAL SANCTION

Not Proven

Red Card Citing Other



Existence of provocation 19.11.8(d)

RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Assessment of Seriousness (Regulation 19.11.8)

PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE BOX: Intentional 19.11.8(a) 19.11.8(b)Reckless

Nature of actions 19.11.8(c)

Self-defence 19.11.8(f)Whether player retaliated 19.11.8(e)

Effect on match 19.11.8(h)Effect on victim 19.11.8(g)

Level of participation/premeditation 19.11.8(j)Vulnerability of victim 19.11.8(i)

Other features of player’s conduct 19.11.8(l)Conduct completed/attempted 19.11.8(k)

NOTE: STATE NUMBER OF WEEKS OR MATCHES ENTRY POINT FOR OFFENCE

*If top end, the Panel should identify an entry point between the top end and the maximum sanction (19.11.9) as
set out in Appendix 2

In making the above assessment, the Panel should consider the RFU Practice Note as set out in Appendix 5 to 
Regulation 19.  Significant weight should be given to RFU regulation 19.11.8(a), 19.11.8(h) and 19.11.8(i).

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

Entry point number

Top End* Mid-Range Low End



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Reasons for Entry Point

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

Player’s disciplinary record - Reg 19.11.10 (b)

Mitigating Factors (Regulation 19.11.10)
no edgment o  t e ommi ion o  o  a  & timing 

- Reg 19.11.10(a)

Conduct prior to and at hearing 19.11.10(d)Youth and/or inexperience of player 19.11.10(c)

Other off-field mitigation 19.11.10(f)Remorse & timing of remorse 19.11.10(e)

Number of weeks deducted: 
NOTE: SUBJECT TO REGULATION 19.11.12, A DISCIPLINARY 
PANEL CANNOT APPLY A GREATER REDUCTION THAN 50% 
OF THE RELEVANT ENTRY POINT SUSPENSION



RFU SHORT JUDGMENT FORM

Aggravating Factors (Regulation 19.11.13)

Player’s status as an offender of the Laws of the game 19.11.1 (a)

Need for deterrent 19.11.1 (b)

Any other off-field aggravating factors (in ding oor ond t rior to or at t e earing) 19.11.1 (c)

Number of weeks added on: 

The England rose is an official registered trade mark of the Rugby Football Union and is the subject of extensive trade mark registrations worldwide.

An  er n or ion in u in  e i s o  es o e isse

1 11 2 1 11 2


	Constituent Body: Notts, Lincs & Derbys (NLD)
	Date entered to GMS: 
	RFU ID No: N/A
	Hearing Venue: Newark RFC
	Secretary: Andy Statham
	Panel Member 1: Ian Roe
	Panel Member 2: Les Law
	Costs: £50-00
	Players Surname: (Coach) Syme-Nicholson
	Forename: Will
	Club Name: Newark
	Date of Birth: N/A
	Date of Match: 19/11/23
	Plea Admitted: Off
	Plea Not Admitted: Yes
	Home Team: Market Rasen
	Home Team Level: Mkt Rasen U18
	Away Team: Newark 
	Away Team Level: Newark U18
	Hearing Date: 28/2/24
	Chairman: Tim Bembridge
	Decision Proven: Off
	Decision Not Proven: Yes
	Select Red Card: Off
	Select Citing: Off
	Select Other: Yes
	Case Number: NLD23/24064
	Total Sanction Number: 0
	Weeks/Matches: [Select option.]
	Banned From: N/A
	Banned To: N/A
	Ban Split From: N/A
	Ban Split To: N/A
	Free To Play: N/A
	Entry Point: N/A
	Date: 05/03/24
	Signature (Chair): Tim Bembridge
	Signature (Secretary): 
	Offence & Law: 9-28  / 5-12
	Other features of player’s conduct: Excellent went to great lengths to show the panel the events of the day at no time was any disrespect of the referee shown in any form.
	Intentional/Deliberate: Off
	Reckless: Off
	Nature of actions: Whilst running the touch match official removed coach from running touch as he had appealed for a collapsed maul
	Whether player retaaliated: N/A
	Existence of provocation: N/A
	Self-defence: N/A
	Effect on victim: N/A
	Effect on match: Event happened in the 78th minute
	Vulnerability of victim: N/A
	Level of participation: Coach stated he shouted “collapsed maul” twice for saftey reasons. Veo showed event but was too far away to prove anything else.
	Conduct completed: Completed 
	Top End: 0
	Mid-Range: 0
	Low End: 0
	Acknowledgement of guilt: N/A
	Player’s disciplinary record/good character: N/A
	Youth & inexperience of player: N/A
	Conduct prior to and at hearing: N/A
	Remorse & timing of remorse: N/A
	Other off-field mitigation: N/A
	Reasons for Entry Point: Please read this judgement in full, including all boxes that may NOT be completely relevant to their headings.
The panel examined and tested all evidence put before us by both the coach and match official. The coach and the club had no questions to ask the match official. Panel spoke to referee confirming his report and the exact words used (“collapsed maul”). Referee also agreed that there was a large amount of “noise” from the Newark technical area including appealing for decisions.
	Number of weeks deducted: 0
	Any Other Information: The panel named in this judgement had a potential new member with us acting as an observer. He had no power during the meeting, but his experience and professionalism were greatly valued and his opinions sought on the night. He is a barrister and sits on British Canoeing and British Triathlon judicial panels. He is a retired rugby player of long-standing experience in the community game.  He agreed both with our findings and this judgement
	Number of weeks added on: 0
	Player’s status as an offender of the Laws of the game: This document contains the Panel’s reasoned decision, reached after consideration of the
evidence, the written and oral submissions and documentation placed before us. It is a summary.
The fact that specific reference is not made herein to any part or aspect thereof does not mean it
was not considered and given the appropriate weight.
As this involves an age grade game it must be remembered descriptions of on field incidents cannot be included in this report due to the players being age grade.
	Need for deterrent: Panel reached the conclusion that Will Syme-Nicholson’s actions did NOT reach a red card threshold and therefore dismissed the case. It was however noted that his action was the “final straw” for the referee and his action at that point reflected the amount of appealing from the Newark coaching staff that had preceded the event. All parties agreed no foul language nor protected characteristics were used at any time.
	Any other off-field aggravating factors: 


